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PART 1: THE SHARING OF PREOCCUPATIONS AND EXPERIENCES 
In this part, the Listening Post participants were invited to identify, contribute, and explore their experiences in their various social roles in work, unemployed or retired; as members of religious, political, neighbourhood, voluntary or leisure organisations; or as members of families and communities. This part was largely concerned with what might be called, ‘the stuff of people’s everyday lives’: the ‘socio’ or ‘external’ world of participants. 
Background introduction
We met during Ramadan and just before Easter. The war in Gaza was still ongoing, as was the war in Ukraine. Many countries are holding democratic elections this year including the UK and the USA where there are deep divisions in society. Migration is one of the divisive issues which can be weaponised by right wing political leaders. Members joined from France, Italy, the USA and the Netherlands as well as from the UK. It was a comparatively small group with thirteen people, primarily middle class professionals.

PART 2: IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR THEMES 
Theme One: Sense of foreboding and impending doom
Miranda spoke about her concern about the very small numbers of us
here tonight as if we're on a kind of lost planet detached from the rest of the world.
Elio added that this is probably because of what we are living through and believe. So it makes thinking 
difficult.

Harriet I've been going to the Dream Matrix meetings. And it's interesting that, prompted by dream work, we speak of gathering together quite a load of emotions and thoughts about the world and the microcosm, macrocosm. There seems to always be failure towards the end. I'm curious about how this evening will go by by kind of comparison.

Olya: Well, I find myself preoccupied with the micro and the macro. I've just come back from a very long car journey to the Cotswolds and I was just thinking on the way back that the roads are absolutely terrible. That's my microcosm. So, irritation, speaking as a citizen traveling on the roads, I feel like I'm in a third world country. However, if thinking on the macro side, my main preoccupation is that I'm very worried about what's going to happen if Trump gets back in,  and I think it’s very likely he will. And you know the way the world is turning looks extremely dangerous in terms of national safety.

Sjef: What Miranda and Olya said links in my mind with the feeling of losing a lot of common sense. I'm used to having this in my society in Holland and over the world. So common sense, common habits of people seem to be disappearing. An example of that experience in my country is the low degree of child vaccination. It feels like the most fearful trap that the whole country will be flattened by a low degree of common sense. I'm losing trust in the people with whom I'm living. And that's also in the politics local and global politics. And that really bothers me.

Janet: Yes, and that sort of question comes up with me. I'm fortunate. I live in a relatively small town large village where you would have thought communication would be relatively straightforward. It's quite a mixed community. But one of the roles I take up is secretary to the community council. And yet I find it's extremely difficult to have a face-to-face, in depth discussion about a whole range of topics that need to be spoken about for the welfare of the people round about us. There is constant empty chatter on WhatsApp or Facebook or something like that. The sense of bewilderment and disappointment and frustration is increasing, really. I and is anybody actually listening with any depth?

Harriet: I wonder if this is to do with the fear of speaking out, which is, you know, this whole Cancel culture, business that sort of puts a mute on people. Where is the interacting? What is it we are willing to say? A sort of growth of conspiracy theories and so forth. The 2 seem to go together.

Janet:  But I think Elio also had a point if people find it's unbearable, so stop. I know some of that in myself when I think, oh, it's news time. I really should watch the news. Or listen to the news. And yet, I actually find listening to a whole program in depth about what is happening across the planet sometimes feels just unbearable. Much easier to go on to the website and skim just the bullets, you know. Because I just feel I can't bear to read about that again or to listen to somebody debating it in depth.

Marion:  I feel stuck in quite different systems actually. I am working in the legal system which I find I'm finding so obstructive even though I've worked in that for a very long time and I know it. How it can be familiar and yet keep feeling unfamiliar with how obstructive it can be. And I'm at the same time battling another system which is the NHS. I have a brother who is in a local hospital to me, a huge North London hospital. And he went in for something fairly simple and I keep thinking of a children's book called if you give a moose a muffin that one thing happens and it leads to another thing happening and another thing happening and he's sort of stuck in this system that keeps feeling deeper and deeper and like the left hand doesn't know what the right hand is doing. So, it feels like an enormous Juggernaut that just can't kind of move together. And at the same time when this conversation here, about news and world order, it just almost feels too enormous for me to contemplate right now.
 
Janet: I think that that image of Juggernaut and it's part of not being able to move together speaks volumes. The lack of coordination or connectedness

Rob: There's a lot of performative aspects to a lot of what we see whether it's the news or politics in terms of the day-to-day business of doing politics. And I think the news and politics are very closely related at the moment. I think the judiciary is part of this as well. Parliament is creating the laws. You know, the ruling party is introducing the agenda and what laws they want to focus on, which is usually something provocative, like these wedge issues that they're talking about, polarising issues. The things that are gonna appeal to their base, stuff like immigration and security. Treatment of protesters in particular. And you see if you look at the legislature program it's just all of it in my opinion all of it is aimed at winning the next election. And retaining power. And I think the impact that this is having on society is catastrophic. But like I said, it's a performative thing. There's certainly no idea about what we could actually do to move forward together and  do things differently or potentially do things better.

Elio:  What happened to me in recent days. I met 3 different people, one who was my age healthy, very good culture. He told me. I don't want to listen any longer to the news so I just put on a channel where there is music. I don't want to know anything of what's happening because in any case, there are just bad news, atrocities. This is the first one. The other one is a lady I think 50 years old. She was appalled. I think it is the word. Because she has 2 children, 2 males. One, I think, 24, the other 27, and she's, frightened because they are in age that if a war comes also to Italy they will have to go to the army. So she was really frightened by this situation. And the third one is 45 years. He never married. He lives as a single. And he says, since long, I don't want to vote because it is absolutely useless. So this is very dangerous because it means that everyone of these people and probably the majority of people are now closing into himself or herself preoccupied by their personal life. And preferring not to know anything of what happens around because only danger events can happen. And this is very worrying.

Rob: So I agree with you, that it is worrying. We don't have a shared social engagement and voting in the past might have been a way of coming together as a society. But I also believe that voting is part of this whole performative thing. We go through the motions of putting our crosses in the boxes knowing full well that in the vast majority of constituencies in the UK that's not going to make any difference to the outcome

sjef: Robert, I'm checking whether I'm understanding you. What you said in your first expression. Are you saying that you are worried or in some way observing that the politics and the daily business are now so narrow and connected that it has no bearing on the long term? And because Why? Because if it doesn't have it, it's damaging the society as a whole. Yeah, am I right when I summarize you in this week? 

Rob: Yeah. 

Paul: So my thought here is that we are saying we're living in a bankrupt society. And I suppose the question is, if you're bankrupt, what do you do?

Roger: The problem is if we have leaders who are bankrupt, that's when it becomes scary and I find myself unhealthily bothered but fascinated at the same time. And I know that in previous listening posts someone had said why are we so bothered about what's going on in the United States and so on. Well, I think it's naive not to recognise the intimate relationship between what goes on here and what goes on in the United States.
What is kind of it's almost like a fantasy world or a grim movie. To hear Donald Trump, I mean, I'm fascinated by his psychopathology really is the only word for it. And his performance skills, he has, he's a performer. And I've heard commentators say that a large proportion of the American population is going to vote for him because they want to be entertained.  I mean, I suspect it's conspiracy theories behind some of that. But then it may be more than that unfortunately, which is not taking responsibility for something. It's not about being a citizen, a good citizen. It's about taking an adult response. I don't know. It's difficult. I hate using that terminology because it makes me sound arrogant. But, you know. I was reminded recently that the referendum on Brexit was advisory. It was advisory. It didn't have to happen. And the narrowness of the voting should have meant that nothing changed because it wasn't convincing enough. And then when politicians say that the nation has spoken and they speak as if they represent something what it represents is the position of the people currently in power. I agree with Rob, you know, it's autistic rushing around to legislate something. People are saying, why don't we go to a general election in May? But no. We have to hold on until whenever in the autumn because the Tories want to hold on to power if they possibly can hold on to some of the power. And they possibly can. Politics is not there for about working together for a better world. Yeah, it's unusual to have such a small attendance at a listening post, but I was also wondering whether I should attend today. Is it gonna be like listening to the news? Which is all bad news. It's not good. It's not good stuff that we're hearing and feeling. It's difficult being here, it's difficult to think because when you think it doesn't feel like a good thought to have. There doesn't seem to be something good to look forward to. On the other hand, This might be a time hopefully without any more dreadful conflict, this might be a time for something good to come of it. But at the moment it's very difficult to imagine how that Good day might come about.

Sjef:  I was wondering. I agree, or in some way it resonates with me, that what just was said is that the listening post is another kind of bad news. But I was asking myself during the last 10 minutes Is it all just that bad news or is it all that bad that aren't bad atmosphere we're living it that we have to express. And my my first wish to attend to this listening post again was No, it's in some way at first. Do you hear myself speaking loud with other people? That's just the one thing. And the second thing is that in some way I can manage my fear in thinking aloud. Yeah. In a way of not thinking just in sight. So. In some way it's the only way I can give myself a presence in this moment. So I think it's in some way a healthy way for me. So Yes, for me now, a little bit positive. A positive experience I have during the first part of this listening post

Miranda: Thank you, Jeff. It's actually so hard to listen. To really listen. And to be with people who I probably don't necessarily agree with. But to also go on trying to listen and think that, OK, I'll learn something new from people that I don't necessarily agree with. And here's something because we're such an intimate small group. This is a very intimate. This is a very small group. So listening and hearing, I'd very much like to hear from the people who haven't so far spoken because I don't know what they're even thinking. And for me, I don't have any. Citizen roles much other than as a Citizen, I'm semi, more or less retired. I'm looking after my husband who has dementia which is not easy to live with. What else am I doing? Yes, I've been down the hospital rabbit hole with my husband these last months. I mean I understand what Marion is saying very much appreciate what she was saying. I hate the Tories, I hate the world we're in. Climate change worries the shit out of me totally but I don't know what to do about it. The only thing I can do is vote actually, and that is why I will vote and I will work for our Labour Party here in the UK to elect a Labour government because although it's not a way out, it is better than what we have at the moment. So I'm here to night trying to stay with you all although most of me actually would say, oh can't I go upstairs and watch the telly please? I don't want to be here at all with you. I will try and stay. I'm trying.

Salvatore: Good evening. I'm Salvatore. I'm Italian. But I've been living in Paris, France for the last 17 years. My thoughts go, I'm the father of a soon to be 17 year old. My thoughts go to how the world of tomorrow will look like. I don't know, strangely I see the scale not impacting me but probably could impact me also. But I have thoughts on what would be the adulthood for my daughter. She's thinking about her studies. What she wants to do in life. I see things going south. Or going in a direction that I don't like. I need to admit that I don't know how to handle that. I will vote for Italy by post from the Paris Embassy. But for example, things are very important in my country in Italy and this is not something that I was expecting. I've listened to President Macron here in Paris where I live announcing that the unbelievable can became possible - speaking about French troops going to fight in Ukraine if Trump is elected and decides to withdraw American help and troops so I have thoughts about let's say the collective memory of war. My grandparents who were in the war are dead. I've never seen war in my continent, you know, or in this part of the world up to now. And I'm just thinking what my daughter might see one day.

Miranda: Almost every day on the television news we saw what's happening in Gaza. We're seeing it. In the UK, we see refugees drowning in small boats in the English Channel. I watched last night on the telly I watched Dunkirk. It's a movie about the allegedly wonderful British. Actually the movie isn't just that, it is also about the horror of war. The horror of killing.  I'm old enough actually to remember the war here the noise of the bombs but I didn't see killing. But actually, I want to go on action and talk about the Zone of Interest. A movie that I think is one of the most powerful movies I've ever seen really and it is about how it is happening here and now. It's still happening. It's not just Auschwitz 75 years ago. It's now. it's what we are living with. So I can get very frightened. I'm too old. I won't live that long. Thank goodness. But how awful to say that. And I also have grown grandchildren whose lives will be affected and they'll have to sort it out. But I just think we are living in a world. We're living here and now that is so terrifying. And here we are, what are we? 12 people on a desert island shipwrecked. And, yes, we've got, some younger people here who might be able to make a next generation, but what will happen? How could we possibly survive? How can we listen to one another, talk to one another? Learn from one another,  support one another. Oh, and by the way, I love Italy. I go to Italy quite often.  Last December, January. Italy felt like a civilized beautiful country to be in. Everything worked. The people in the local shops were friendly, I could talk to them, they could say hello, there was a great deal of welcoming. Whereas living in London is just like living in a wasteland.

Marion: I'm thinking about the people who aren't here and I've only ever been to one previous listening post and it was quite a bit bigger than this. So they're 2 kinds of people I'm thinking about who aren't here actually. One is Salvatore’s daughter. I'm glad you talked about your child because I think very much about, the next generation. I've got 4 children. Four young adults. And actually I'm interested that this is supposed to be a microcosm of society because We're not very diverse here in this small group. And there's certainly nobody of my kids generation. I find that when I have discussions with them about these kind of things that are coming up tonight they have an energy and an anger but also determination. That is well, I don't know if it's optimistic, but it's definitely engaged and active, activated. But also I'm thinking about the people who aren't here that normally come to a listening post. I don't know who they are who they might be and who you might have expected who would come but I certainly know that there are people in my life who don't want to have these kind of conversations. And so is it that there's so much that's troubling us that we want to come and, Jeff, as you said, speak our thoughts so they're not just inside ourselves but some people don't want to do that. There are people very close in my life who really don't want to keep having these conversations. So did I come tonight because I have things on my mind and I want to speak them with people who are prepared to listen or you know, we're self selected, aren't we?

Sjef: Yeah, in some way it resonates with me what you're saying. that there are people who are not talking.in this context and are not in our experience part of our microcosm now. But, it resonates also with the speaker before, because I'm asking myself now is it the unbearable thought that I have a tendency to be not caring or in some way indifferent about the next generations. Perhaps there are people that don't want to talk about what's going on or the troubles that they are experiencing. But maybe also people who have the feeling that they have a tendency to be indifferent about the big troubles for the next generation. Because  I have that feeling and so Yeah, just a few years and then it's over in some way. But that's that's really awful. I think it's horrible to think that or to feel that tendency. So in some way I want to put it away somewhere.

Mo Sook: Hi everyone. So I think I'm the only I'm assuming based on accents here, I'm the only one representing the United States, which is kind of scary to say. But I think what drew me to the listening post was both that I want to, I've done one for the states in the past through the group relations community and plan to do so again. This is one of the reasons but also recognizing that I get scared when my world becomes too contracted. And I notice for myself that I cope often by hyper-focusing on what I have control over. And I took the month of January to rest and prioritize like literally not work at my own expense and recover and heal from the last 5 years of non-stop work and COVID. I wouldn't have the space to be able to listen in this space. So that's one thing. The other is as I'm listening it is hard to be the only person like i expected a lot more people to be here and i hoped that i could have my camera off and not be seen so there you go there's data for you I'm gonna confess. I asked Rob if this was being recorded to make sure I had a little bit of paranoia here because I do work for some public institutions and who would this be shared with? So there's some data for you as a representative of the United States, You know, I can speak for myself that I come from a family of 9 children. And I have 2 brothers who are Trump supporters. And most all of my nephews and nieces were not vaccinated. And the reason for it is medical. So you have just next to me I have brothers and all my nephews and nieces not vaccinated. And also a lack of trust in the medical system. And so I guess I'm in my own way trying to add some complexity to this already complex group of people. So yes, I think personally I am fully aware of the likelihood that Trump will get elected again. And also the part that I am hyper aware of, again, I focus on what I have control over is what am I doing about it. So the complacency of the other parties, not just Democrats how we're part of the problem. So I can't really be mad, right> And how I make sense of it. I have a past. I have a history with charismatic figures. So I make sense of it as we elect Messiah's, right? We elect people who we think can save us. Even the illusion of it. So the crazier things get, if I don't have the privilege and the power to to take time to pause and heal and rest, I become tribal and become insulated, I become isolated. So had it not been from my awareness of groups, group dynamics, I don't know if I would have the capacity and the tools to stop, pause, unplug, think, listen.

Miranda: Thank you really very much for what you said. I'm absolutely fascinated by what you actually have in your family. Lots of people who haven't vaccinated their kids. And as an 80 something year old who grew up with our British health service and who grew up absolutely believing.that we could trust doctors and we could trust the health service and that vaccinations have stopped measles, have stopped polio, have stopped TB, have stopped german measles, have stopped any number of things, including COVID. I'm fascinated really to hear from somebody whose family just aren't vaccinating. I'm interested and fascinated. I don't know of my own circle of people, family, friends, I don't know anybody who isn't vaccinated and who wouldn't vaccinate their children. And for me, actually, I think that's a public health issue .Brexit is awful. All sorts of things are terrible. But not to vaccinate your children. They die from measles. They die from polio. I'm just fascinated and really interested. I'm wondering what happens in Italy and what happens in in Holland and the Netherlands.

Elio: I made all the possible vaccinations. I was vaccinated 5 times for COVID.

Olya:  What do I think as a trend, Miranda, I think. Even in England there is a trend to not vaccinate. I think this is linked with trust for our institutions. But I think what you were saying, that it was for medical reasons so you know there are presumably other issues, complexities to this but you know there's trust in our institutions which I think is the critical underpinning in the old days. Yes, we had that trust. Today, clearly that trust has been eroded. Certainly here. I don't know about the states and other countries. 

Salvatore:  I don't have information on kids. But I only can testify that in Paris France, so kids in Italy or France, but I know I know people who falsified the certification of COVID for COVID vaccine. So they were doctors that were giving out fake certification. So I know people that didn't have any COVID vaccine. I have people around me that are not vaccinated. Beside the medical part, I really don't know. I can agree on the fact that we don't trust any more institutions. If I go back to the Dunkirk film that has been mentioned, what happened there was people helping each other. So I'm asking myself how can this huge collaboration, with hundreds of boats which went from the UK to the French coast to help people, to help soldiers. Are we able to gather around a common good? Are we able to act in let's say a social way?


Theme Two: Hope in the next generation to achieve better outcomes
Miranda:  I want to go back to Marion talking about the younger generation and I have 2 young, well I have lots of grandchildren, 7, but 2 of them are actually Dutch. And our Dutch granddaughters are studying in Delft. They're Dutch. They're not English. Their mother is English. Anyway they are such a breath of fresh air when we see them. They are so alive. They are so enthusiastic and critical and active and doing stuff. So the younger generation are terrific is really what I want to say. And here, of course, we are all not all as old as me, but we are of an older generation.

Rob:  This comes from being in our local park for 3 hours with my daughter and her friends and it's great watching them play. Not a care in the world. Literally. And, I don't know how she does it because she has to live with me. That she finds a way. And the really interesting thing I think is that I don't hide from her the struggles that I go through in terms of facing the climate crisis.
And she's completely on board and she's my number one supporter. And I don't share with her all the details or the latest scientific graphs or evidence to show that you know society is on the brink of collapse. But she has a pretty good understanding. And the thing that gets me is that she's not afraid. And I have a feeling the reason she's not afraid is because she still believes in me. I also have a feeling that's not going to last forever.

Marion: Miranda, you brought up the Zone of Interest and I was thinking about the girl on the bike in the film who who represents the resistance and how she's young and she's acting against the evil juggernaut. She's kind of a shadow and yet she's also a presence and the young as resistance.

Miranda: Yes, and the director, Jonathan Glazer dedicated the film to her when he accepted the award at the BAFTAs. And he said this is for her and he named her a young Polish girl who was indeed in the Polish resistance. And she did apparently go on her bicycle. Oh, the stories seemed to be that there she was picking apples, taking them on her bike at night. Planting them in the in the places where the Auschwitz prisoners would be able to find them and have something to eat. It's such a moving film, such a moving story. Yes, a young person with resistance and like Rob's young Isla who is I don't know how old she is by now, 10 Rob perhaps, I remember seeing her when she was very little kind of coming in to one of these meetings and sort of climbing all over your shoulders. But, there she is. She's young and she trusts you because you're Daddy or Papa. You're the grown up. And I guess what we're facing perhaps is that our institutions are no longer led by grownups. We just don't believe there are any grown-ups left in the world. We certainly don't think Trump is a grown up or Johnson, while our current Prime Minister Rishi Sunak is about 12 and a half. And so we have no belief that there are really grown-ups in the world who actually will look after the children of the world and also make sensible decisions about the world. That's what we're looking for.

ROGER: I love the idea that our prime minister is. 12 and a half. I mean my oldest grandchild is 12 and a half going on 17. And he's a right little poser, you know, He's got to have the right trousers and the right t-shirts and everything. It'll always be like that. He's that sort of character, but he's into football in a big way. He's doing quite well at his school and you know. But he's one of those children who doesn't talk about what
worries him but he does worry. And he's got my daughter here is listening, listening, listening all the time and making sure that She notices what's going on for him. By contrast, his sister is 10 nearly 11. And she's driven. She is Terrific. She can't stop producing things artistically that is. Something that gives us a purpose in life right now. But I mean, there's you saying that Sunak being 12 and a half. I mean, that's brilliant. Thank you so much for that!

Olya: Well, you know, I wonder if this is another way we might be thinking about this because at the moment the conversation seems to be investing a lot of hope in the younger generation. You know, the children and the grandchildren really that they're good too. They represent the positive life-enhancing force that will see us through this whatever's happening in society. But the other thing that Okay, I'm coming back to Trump, but others like Trump in our leadership. The leadership that is has been mobilised in the world is evidence of a lack of leadership capacity to contain what needs to be contained. So I think about it like that. But then when, you know, so you're back to the leader being 12 and a half or whatever. But also the other thing I think about is what Ed Shapiro said in one of his lectures on citizenship. You have to ask the question, how might that person with whom you so profoundly disagree, how might they be right? And you know we can dis. Trump till the cows come home, but how might he be right? Because he has garnered an enormous amount of support. I don't know if it is just the fact that a population can have fun having him as a leader. I think there must be much more to it than that. And of course he just represents a type of leader. There are others who are not quite the same as him. I mean, Johnson was not dissimilar, but there are others sort of in that ilk who represent something for the population that the kind of leaders we would like to see don’t. I would like to see leaders who aren't present in the political spectrum at the moment. So, you know, I don't know if it might be worth kind of thinking about that a bit. Because they do represent something.

Paul: I mean it feels like we're sort of expecting a war to break out. But we're not really on a war footing. But I think people like Trump do put people on the war footing because they set some people against other people. So they identify a sort of enemy that you can gang up against. And I wonder whether that's where some of their popularity is coming from, but they somehow divide people especially if you're feeling left out and left behind and nobody speaks up for you. He can become the champion for your lot against the other lot, but it's actually a very divisive. It's a creating a war against your own people really.

Harriet: Yes, if you’re not for me, you're against me. And, you ask where the grown ups are, sort of thing. I just had a hope. I have a son who's 35 and we avoid talking about these major issues, the wars, the climate crisis. We kind of bypass each other on this because I think he thinks my views are irrelevant because I'm on my way to death and he's got to face it. He's reading all sorts of different things from me. He's hearing different scientists and people talking. And I suppose my hope is that these people, these people including the politicians might be thinking, might be having conversations rather than polarizing everybody. That they exist out there. We are a microcosm representing something of that. That goes on going on. And that is my hope really. But my son is playing a different ball game in a sense. I don't really know what it is, but I'm backing him wherever. He's clever, he's thoughtful. As you say, we do have to have some phase maybe in the future generations. Thank you.

Marion: I don't wonder where the grown ups are in leadership. I wonder where the women are in leadership.

Miranda: What is generally difficult to be a woman in leadership. I think nowadays because of the constant attacking. I don't believe that men in leadership. Get quite so vilified as women do. I was thinking of our women politicians. I was thinking of even Diane Abbott who is a black, sorry for those of you on British. We have a long-standing black labour member of parliament called Diane Abbott. I don't particularly like her politics because she's from my point of view an ultra leftist kind of an infant. Dial disorder as Lenin would
have described it, sorry. But she was absolutely attacked by somebody who donated money to the Tory party and he said looking at black women like her made him want to hate all black women and she should be shot.
And he, there's been a huge fight about that. So, but Diane Abbott I know gets enormous vilification. Another also a Labour MP, Joe Cox was killed by somebody who was very angry about what she was saying.
So I think it's hard to be a woman in leadership. I also think, oh gosh, I'm going to get into terrible difficulties here. If we talk about the attack on women that the trans activists have been making. Look at JK Rowling. She's been attacked. I think women are not liked for standing up and for saying what they think is right. That they get cut down much quicker than men do.

Elio: Yeah, but in Italy we have a very strong government leader she's Jorda Malone is she's a Roman lady very strong and very powerful. And what is also interesting is that the left wing is represented by another woman. So in Italy we have 2 women, one right wing and one left wing that are driving the politics in Italy. So this is very interesting. I think you should look at it from abroad. It is a very, very Hmm. Very strange example. In in a society that is considered dominated by men, now we have 2 women in power.

Janet: And in the attacks and criticism and war and all the rest of it, I have to say that acting locally is important. There are groups of us who are working cooperatively together on a range of different issues. Some of them, looking after, aspects of the countryside, some of us trying to do some caring for some of the more vulnerable in our in our community. We have our differences, but we still go on working together. The difficulty with leadership, I do appreciate it absolutely on my doorstep. I'm the secretary of the community council and no one wants to be the chair. So actually this quiet woman who sits there holding the whole lot together. And actually there is something inside me which I think I'm bugged if I'm going to drown. I'm bloody well going to survive. And I'm going to do what I can in the situation and with the equipment that I've got. And I don't say that out loud. Of course I don't. I say it to you. It's very nice to be able to share it. And I found that sense arising in me, during COVID. I am not, I am not going to get, yes I am frightened but I am going to, you know, hold my wear my masks wherever I need to wear my masks. I'm going to smile at people. I'm going to say hello to people I will not stop trying to communicate. I'll keep holding the 2 traces in my mind - Think globally, but act locally. And that is all I can do. I cannot cure the ills of the world, but what I can do is try to do my little bit in cooperation with the people who live around me. Terribly ordinary folks. And there are ordinary folks, actually some of them trying to do their best. And they probably don't talk all that much about it. They're okay. Nothing special. So it is happening. And it's own way. It's not, it, but it is small, it's very small and one needs to keep nurturing. And I'm damned if I'm going to give up. Trouble is it takes huge amounts of energy. Which I don't have as much as I used to have any longer.

Miranda:
Move me to tears, Janet. Really? Oh, I'm very, very touched by what you just said. Do you remember that woman who was the chair of some local council? What was she? She was being got at but she was the chair of some local organization and she said that the men who were trying to say this could happen couldn't happen. I can't remember her name. She was brilliant. She was a real star. She was just like you. She just stood there and said no we can't let this happen. I am the chair of this organization and you can't do that. This is not not allowed. Do people remember who she was? Do you remember who she was? Janet?

Janet:  No, I don't. I'm sorry.








Hypothesis 1:
Because we have lived through a series of disruptions to our normal life, (Brexit, Coronavirus, war in Ukraine, massive interest rises and the cost of living crisis), people are exhausted and possibly suffering from a kind of post traumatic stress with the result that it becomes ever more difficult to exercise any creative agency.

Analysis 1: 
There is a growing lack of trust in the institutions on which we used to rely for the good ordering of society. The experiences of Coronavirus were very different depending on which part of society you were in. While some thought the vaccine was a brilliant achievement which would protect us from harm, others looked upon this with suspicion and were afraid to accept vaccination. Deeply divisive figures on both sides of the Atlantic in the form of Trump and Johnson also received very different reactions for similar reasons. The division into “us” and “them” fostered by authoritarian governments makes it very difficult even to think about what the common good might look like, let alone speak or act on it. A deep unhappiness is evident with leaders who seem to be incapable of containing the anxieties of society and who perversely seem only interested in acting in their own interest. Levels of unprecedented inequality, child poverty, collapsing services and climate change hardly feature on the government’s agenda. But these are matters which concern many people. So there is a gap between expectations of government and what is actually delivered.

Hypothesis 2
Because older people have memories of better times when trust in institutions was commonplace, they are now looking to younger people to provide solutions to the problems we face, with the result that there is an unrealistic projection onto or idealisation of the young as the savours of the world.
Analysis 2:
The listening post was small in numbers and therefore it was possible to have a more intimate set of conversations. However, very few of the participants were under 50 and so the conversation turned to our anxieties and hopes for children and grandchildren. These were seen to be caught up in the same context as ourselves – some vaccinated, others not; some involved in the climate crisis, divided over responses to authoritarian leaders. But there was some evidence that conversations between the generations was limited, that they were working on their own agendas which did not always get talked about. There was also a sense that older people could get away with speaking out without encountering violence because they and their grey hairs would be seen as eccentric and not a threat. On the other hand there was a worry that younger people, especially women, would risk being attacked for taking up leadership roles.
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