Date: 11 Ma, 2022 London
Title: Summer Listening Post undertaken by Zoom remote conferencing

PART 1: THE SHARING OF PREOCCUPATIONS AND EXPERIENCES 
In this part, the Listening Post participants were invited as citizens to identify, contribute, and explore their experiences in their various social roles, be they: in work, unemployed or retired; as members of religious, political, neighbourhood, voluntary or leisure organisations; or as members of families and communities. This part was largely concerned with what might be called, ‘the stuff of people’s everyday lives’: the ‘socio’ or ‘external’ world of participants. 
PART 2: IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR THEMES, ANALYSIS AND HYPOTHESES
For this we divided into small groups with the aim to identify the major themes emerging from Part 1 and then begin the process of formulating one or more hypotheses which may account for some of the underlying feelings. 
PART 3: SHARING OF THEMES, ANALYSIS AND HYPOTHESES
For this we returned to the plenary meeting in which one person from each small group had 5 minutes to feed back the thinking of their group. This was then opened up for discussion of the themes identified and further work on the hypotheses.
The context of the discussion included Climate Change, Citizenship and the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Theme 1:  Citizenship and Climate Change
After the conference on the Anthropocene and listening to the news, (I'm in England, in Shropshire) over the last few weeks, I’m struck by how far down the agenda climate change drops. How easily? And there are very many things to worry about, not least amongst them, a nuclear war. The way in which climate change and all that adheres to it drops so far down the agenda really troubles me. 

You mentioned the agenda, as if there is an agreed overall, societal agenda. What strikes me is that there are so many different agendas. If you talk to a climate activist, like Rob who is sitting here having been very active, I'm sure his agenda is still climate and it's high on the agenda. My thinking is that he'll be able to connect up in one way or another to all the other agendas. So then I'm thinking about where I'm sitting, what is my agenda, and how does my agenda connect to all these other agendas. From my point of view there is the necessity for dialogue between the different agendas and strikingly, to all intents and purposes, there is no dialogue with Putin. And that is very scary. So I'm just thinking lots of different agendas. And when there is no dialogue we're in deep trouble. 

I feel I'm living life or seeing life, witnessing life on the rewind. If you know what I mean by that. So, you know, the war is a very old fashioned war. You know, it's people hand-to-hand combat and not a total 21st century. In fact, that is it's like this is 21st century Russia, you know, the abortion debate, the planetary concerns, the ecology. And I can't bear it. I'm living life rewinding and moving backwards. So that sense of regression in society in social terms takes my breath away. I don't feel ‘Oh, I remember this and I know what to do this time’, right? I don't know what to do this time around because I don't know how to turn around and look it in the eye.  I just feel so old fashioned, so out of time and out of community. 
Well, I am going to talk from California. This is maybe my second Listening Post. I haven't been to many, but I'm coming from a very different place because it feels to me that we have illusions that we're going towards the future and it's getting better towards peace, etc., etc. and we don't have to worry about the old things. And then real life reminds us, Hey, no, this world is always like that, but maybe in different places. There's a war in Africa that we don't care too much about it because we're not too involved or we don't know what the hell is going on there. Or China is having stuff going on with Tibet, but the world is full of these things. But what we see of them depends on our point of view. And my check in is that for a long time I've been consulting with a woman in Syria during the war there and during what was happening with Assad and not connecting it to the fact that Assad was armed by Putin. There wouldn't be a way for a little tribe to take over a whole country and keep it unless they had access to weapons or biological weapons, which the American president said that was a red line, but they were used. But Putin has been doing some of these things to capture the Tsars. The Tsars never went away. Stalin was one and he was not a good communist. From my point of view, I'm not a communist, but I certainly don't think Stalin was and they starve the Ukrainians. So this kind of stuff that's going on now has been going on forever in different parts of the world. But what's happening for me is that the person that I had been consulting with as part of a child protection agency that was started with funds from Holland, was going nuts because I was watching her being bombed while we were talking and this was quite a few years ago and then we kind of lost track. And now she's in England and she's studying and she's showing me things that are coming up. But what's happened in Syria that connects that very much with what's happening in Ukraine. I'm connecting because my father was 19 before he moved from Ukraine to America. He was old and that was a long time ago before the atrocities of World War Two. So I feel we have illusions that things are fine and then all of a sudden 911 comes and hits America, it is like the world is changing. We don't think this would ever happen. How you see the world depends on where you are at a different time. And the things that are going on now feel to me that I am reconnecting and being connected with people that are in the midst of the trauma vortex of what's going on. But that doesn't go away. It just depends on where we're sitting. So you're in England, things look different than when you're in, say, India now or wherever. 

And the climate change thing, I think, and the fact that we have a language is used in a lot of the world at the same time. There are things that unite us because we all have to be protecting the planet and not acting like these wars are separate from what's going on in other parts of world is connecting in different ways. And it's mind boggling and it's frightening, but it's also has potential to help. 

I know you're in California, but my picture was actually in New York. And so you'd look at it, look at a building and go, I'm in New York. This is my tribe, and I'm a citizen of this city. And it plays against the complexity of looking at what we consider when it comes to climate change, because then you have to be a global citizen. And I'm kind of wondering, yeah, where is my citizenship? You know, it's confusing and it's multilayered at the moment,  especially if Trump is going to be put back on this. It's tough to kind of consider yourself as a citizen and then a concerned citizen became a protester. Here in the U.K. the suffragette movement is so looked up to. But it's going to become impossible now if you did want to chain yourself up to a building or glue yourself to something. Sweeping powers are just being brought in, which mean that you can you can be cut away from the railings, but you're going to be fined. So it's tough. It's tough to protest. It's tough to be heard. And as a citizen, I feel snookered. 

I can connect to that because of the difficulty of deciding what is my position, you know, which citizen I'm on. And you've articulated that in the sense that if you're a New York citizen, that you know where you are, you can identify with the Big Apple and all that. But I'm having difficulty being a true citizen of the U.K. because of the contradictions that I experience in relation to at least one of the things you just referred to which you have to clamp down on. You can only protest in a particular way. And that proposal has been rejected by the House of Lords previously. And so it's back on the agenda in the hope that it'll slip through because there's a large majority. So much for tolerance. I mean, there isn't a direct parallel between Russia and the U.K. but there is a similarity in the sense that Putin seems to have total power. And we have a large majority for the Conservative Party, which gives them the opportunity to push things through. 

We have a choice. I mean, can you see I don't want to be a citizen of here. I'd rather be one of there. I think we are citizens of where we are. And I would like not to be here, but actually, this is this is the arena for action. I thought it was somewhere else. We're citizens in a place. As well as other places. But there's is a primary location of citizenship, which is like being a neighbour. You know, actually it's in relation to a place, and my wish to be in another place places is a nice fantasy, but I feel I'm walking away from what it is I'm facing. 

When you talk about the roots, I'm thinking of the tribal - you know the fact that we're different tribes. Going back into history tribes were very much rooted in a particular physical location. There were boundaries that had to be protected for your tribe. And so we're now in a situation where it's very difficult to be, if you like, grounded in that way. And I'm saying that literally and metaphorically, it's quite difficult. I take your point that we are where we are, but it's a downside more complicated than it was in early tribal days. 

I mean, I'm not sure how, but being a tribe is not the same as being a citizen with civic duties for all. And the location, I think, goes beyond our tribe and gender and maybe even our politics. 

I think it's very culturally specific to societies that have the idea of civic responsibility within them. And I think bringing up the idea of tribalism is quite helpful, not least because it's broader. And also historically, it goes back before certain sorts of social structures, including democracy, were in place. And I have real doubts about democracy, which seems to me to be something of an illusion, a lie. And the contrast that you helpfully made or similarity may make the link just now. Somebody between Russia and what's happening in England I think was also useful, whether it's the loss of our civil liberties or whatever.

We've forgotten that we are animals and that precedes tribes, if you like. So it's a different perspective. And the point of view issue is well taken here. It's a different issue of evolution, you know, I mean, beyond controversial, right, about sex. And we're part of it. And we have, I think, an illusion that we have citizenship and democracy and that we are no longer tribal and that civic duties will prevail. History on the present situation that we've been talking about clearly shows that that's not the case. We behave with ruthlessness and cruelty. It goes right the way back to animal and pre animal origins. I think there's a real illusion about civilisation and I think it's a very dangerous illusion and that it is really helpful to look at evolution and where we come from and what is still a part of us. 

It seems to me when you talk about the animal connexion that we're not using all our senses as much when we meet people because so much is online now. And even for myself, I'm working online and I do yoga online in a group we're working at in our living room. So even here on screen we’re in boxes and literally in boxes in our houses. And, you know, we're not using when we're together like all those functions. And in a sense, it's like but it's more in our heads. So literally going from animal into, you know, more in losing that kind of sense of connexion, even the normal anxieties that we have out in society, I think we're controlling those more because I'm finding like making more excuses like, oh, it's too much hassle to actually travelling to work. I think I'll just stay home, I can get more done. I think it's kind of safer in some ways, but I feel like we're losing that sense of, you know, on a visceral connexion. I'm going to take the points. But citizenship is about an experience of power. It's not instinct or nature. It's a structured way of running a society with elections and so on. I'm just wondering I mean, I'm wondering, why it's so hard to get in to that sense as we're talking about power here, how exerted upon us elected people who do that and elected by us. That's not the same as community or, you know, it's there's a particular domain of public activity. I don't think citizenship civilising you, I think goes the very opposite. But in my mind, citizenship is also about living in a power system on authority, legitimisation. So legal stuff rather than do I want to be here or is it to do with with my nature? Some politicians are the ones who make decisions about how nature is being treated through citizenship is also about the exercise of our power. I don't know the rest of you, but I feel it's easy to feel powerless at the moment.


I experience longing for a better life. And then to think about something, for example, communism. Actually, communism is something against capitalism. It is based on the idea this party is truly for people. Those people without money, without right. And that's the party for them. However, in between there's a reality and you always find the reality is disaster. So the illusion of communist, somehow in the reality, they are all ultimate disaster. And now we come to illusion of democracy. I think Russian follow it. Ukraine also follow it. And they now are in war which means communism couldn't give them what they want. What they are, lonely in their heart, and democracy also cannot. And then they torn apart. And they're killing each other. And I heard you say illusion is democracy. I thought so, too. However, right now, people in Shanghai are experiencing no food, no vegetables. Like it’s already a war for them. And they couldn't understand what happened. So I feel at least people in UK having it much better. Oh, by the way, we don't know what is the citizenship. We never used this word in China. It’s is a strange word for us. 

I've been thinking about what we carry inside of ourselves. I'm living in London for six months, and my partner and I live between London and Melbourne in Australia. But I'm a citizen of Australia and what I carry with me is that citizenship and the concerns of that citizenship. And I feel like the concerns that I have are foreign in London because my concerns are based on a country that is experiencing more and more extreme weather events where climate change can't really be ignored. And a country that's dealing with the issues of how to reconcile with an indigenous population that experienced genocide and displacement at the hands of the British Empire. And what I find is that those I suppose they're my two primary concerns and I carry them with me wherever I am. And I brought them with me to London. But they're foreign concerns here, and they're not necessarily things that I can talk about here or have conversations about. And so there's something about citizenship is important because I think think citizenships about where we locate ourselves and the concerns that we identify ourselves within and we carry that with us. I could spend half my year here, but I don't become a citizen here. And I don't feel the same level of responsibility. I don't feel the same need to act on what I see as what I do when I'm in Australia. 

I share your feeling of feeling foreign. You know, I'm British through and through a bit in the military and submarines. But the experiences we have trying to get society and politicians to listen to you in the knowledge that we've gathered, it just seems as if you're not relevant. I mean, I've spent quite a lot of time wondering, should I just leave the UK and go live in America or wherever that the way the world is? I'm not sure I've got enough time to adapt to somewhere else properly, so I'm going to have to try and make my way in the UK. So that's the decision. But I understand your point about being somewhere and just feeling like an alien. 

Citizenship as a concept, which as people some people have remarked is not necessarily common to all countries. Is there a distinction between citizenship and that sense of home or I think in in Jewish, it's called heimat, where we feel at home? 


Analysis
In the UK the Queen’ speech setting out the Government’s objectives for the next session of Parliament happened the day before this Listening Post. Much of the proposed legislation will curtail freedom to protest, reduce civil liberties and criminalise refugees who arrive through unsafe channels. With rising inflation and a cost of living crisis, the Government has been criticised for little priority given to this issue and to Climate Change initiatives. There is a sense that progress made in democratic systems of government and society are being undermined by a Government which seems unwilling to be held accountable. This has thrown a spotlight on whether citizenship in a democracy is an illusion. There is a serious questioning of how far our citizenship extends. Is it to the local city or country where we live or is there a global or more universal understanding of citizenship? In China there is no common concept of citizenship but there is a deep rooted understanding of responsibility. Is there a real difference between Communism and Democracy where both concepts state the importance of the power of the people, but where the people often feel powerless?
Hypothesis 1:
A sense of uncertainty in a time of crisis with the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and the impact on oil and food prices, means that people are unsure of what to expect in future years, with the result that there is deep anxiety about our ability to have any control of what happens in our societies.

Theme 2: Intimidation and leadership
I'm having a very visceral experience of power, state power, at the moment as I'm putting myself in opposition to the state. And the police could knock on my door at any moment and take me away. I know that’s the reality of my situation right now and it’s a very peculiar experience. Yesterday I basically got this news and after spending a few hours at home quite jittery, every time I heard a noise looking over my shoulder, trying to peer out the window and see what was happening. I decided to go to the pub where I thought, I can't be bothered there and attain a degree of anonymity. And in the pub I met some friends by chance. And you know, the family was there, with their children. So I didn't spend too much time talking about my experience. But I said that I might be required to go on an enforced holiday presently. I'm in the UK, so a lot of the stuff that has been mentioned about state powers increasing, it's very relevant to me at the moment and it has been passed to the Queen has just given her royal assent. So we're now heading backwards as a society. We were regressing. We're becoming more fascist. 

Today has been the most incredibly stressful day I know. And last night my friend took a phone call and I noticed that he became very distressed because of something that happened at work - a meeting that hadn't been organised correctly and it was down to him to put it right. So I don't know. I mean I guess there's two points to this. One is a sort of curiosity as to whether I transmitted something to him in the form of stress. And the second was how stressed people are just managing their daily lives. So it feels impossible to talk about these these bigger issues that we get together to talk about. So citizenship for a lot of people, I think, is very difficult to manage. And it's really upsetting because, you know, if more people were able to manage, we would get a lot done. 

I'm aware we've been made more fearful as individuals, and I've had a discussion with family members about this. And one of the instruments of intimidation for us, we decided, was these documentary programmes, following the police or ambulance service. Fly on the wall documentaries where you see real people being ill or dying in a hospital or having terrible accidents. You can actually watch people who have been run over. And so for real life to be so intimidating, I think really does repress the urge to rebel, Rob. And my heart goes out to you. I know what you're involved in and the other people involved. When did truth become the instrument of intimidation? To watch television for one evening which we did as an experiment. Programme after programme with the police and the ambulance service and the fire brigade and people in near-death situations. And so that makes you not want that. That's the hypothesis, actually. When you see people, little children run over and whatnot you don't want to leave the house. It's exactly a simple thing. You stay home because maybe you're in the safest place. So it's a time to search up the instruments of intimidation of society and towards citizenship. It's really worth some good discussions, I think. Because the law is not the only one. And politics is not the only one. 

My life story has got shades of everything that you talk about. And some of you all know it involves submarines. Before that, it was a very strange, repressive childhood. My mother essentially taught me engineering, you know, without doing it. And my father was somewhat I now realise there's actually, you know, zero love hate is really, really strange and I've only just realised that and I'm fairly mature and I've only just noticed that about two weeks ago that the thread for me and I, I've been cautious about saying this, but I feel I can say it now because of my submarine experience and because of some of my spiritual experience where somebody thought I actually lived outside the universe. So the whole universe is my citizenship space, if you like, which is just how it is. I didn't organise it like that. I've been talking to my chiropractor today about this. Finally discovering, I think, something to make sense of all the craziness, everything that you've all talked about and more. And I'm thinking, what's the common element? It's human beings with brains. How have we managed to do this? And whilst I relate to the fear, the intimidation I mean, I've had this because of commercial links. I can say I was actually in fear of my life for sure. Expecting someone's going to turn up at the door and put a bullet through my head, you know, because there was a lot of money at stake. And so I understand that intimidation and alternate truths and we see that with with Russia. I mean, it's weird because I do have a link with Russia, but it's through submarines and Russian submariners and British submariners. When the Russian submarine Kursk sank with heavy loss of life, I recall writing a poem about Kursk, you know, when she went down in 2001 and everything that came out of that. I'm happy to share it, you know? What I've concluded, it's not for sure accurate. I think we actually worry too much about problems and not working on what solutions we want to achieve, you know, just to get our lives to work. The ancient civilisations, which we refer to as tribes, seem to to do that without lots and lots of modern technology. So I guess what I'm saying is I hear the anguish, the fear, the upset that I'm deliberately going into a different space. Could we do something brilliant and wonderful in spite of all the craziness and terrible situations that that we're facing?

I think that the split between things as if there's capitalism versus communism. I think part of the problem is that we haven't learnt to deal with complexity. But I'm also quite disturbed about how many people are ready to give up on democracy, because I really do believe that democracy and people having a vote and all that is a better system than the other ones that came before it and is worth fighting for and isn't so easy to let down. And I can't be a pacifist after what the Nazis did. I can't be a pacifist. Some things are worth fighting for. And I think it's a shake-up of what's going on in the world. When I've had Tibet students living here and being able to talk about the complexity of what life in Tibet is like and what is now China, and yet they're able to talk about Tibet not as what it's brought to the United States. They're saying in the old Tibetan days there was slavery, there was the caste system was so strong that there is now. So they're thinking more complexly, but they still are really would love to have some democracy. They love to get on a plane and be able to take a book that they want to read on a plane and go back to Tibet and go back to China. But they can't have the Dalai Lama in a book on the plane. They can't bring it back because that book is forbidden in China. So I think there's a difference to me. I'm not as happy about people saying because democracy sometimes leads to bad places and people don't vote the way I want them to vote. We're having struggles, but I'd much rather the struggles be in a democratic place and places like Hong Kong, where democracy is completely challenged. I think the other word that I think it's important to share is authority. One of the things I like best about authority is it authorises people and we can all feel authorised, but also limited to what we're authorised to do. I think all these things are helpful, have been helpful to me to figure out what people are doing and what we're doing when we have these struggles about citizenship. So it's complex, but I feel strongly about democracy because I've seen what happens when people don't have any. It is much more complicated on the bottom. 



Analysis
Perhaps because of the background of the Ukrainian invasion, there seems to be a heightened sense of fear and intimidation. In some cases this is a real fear – for instance of being arrested for participating in a peaceful protest which is no longer tolerated. In other cases this may arise from watching too many real life documentaries which contain graphic scenes of suffering. There is also a sense of dislocation when living in a society which you no longer recognise as the one you grew up in, or when you are living abroad and feeling your internal world does not match the new country where you are based. People are traumatised by what is happening. This makes it more difficult to grapple with complex realities and problems and reduces our ability to take authority to act. In such situations we may be aware of the need to exercise leadership but be unable to initiate change.

Hypothesis 2
Because people are afraid, they do not speak out or engage in dialogue with those who appear different, with the result that people lose their agency and become increasingly dependent, opening the door to authoritarian leaders.
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